WMSE:

by Michael Trader

As many people know, WMSE is the
alternative FM radio station based in
the Margaret Loock Residence Halls.
Many also know that recently (a week
before christmas) “heavy metal” music
was banned from being played at the
station. However, most people don’t
know the events that precipitated this
action.

Bob Betts, general manager of WMSE,
stated that the heavy metal programs,
traditionally held from 9 pm to mid-
night on weeknights, have been an in-
termittent problem for the past few

CENSORSHIP VS.
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years. “I had fired some disk jockeys
in the past three of four years for play-
ing things that were very obviously ob-
Jjectionable, and we thought we had the
heavy metal thing pretty well in hand,”
says Betts. However, several weeks
before Christmas, “a sudden rash of
stuff’” was played by disk jockeys dur-
ing the heavy metal shows. J. Bryant
VanCronkhite, director of college rela-
tions and special assistant to the presi-
dent, explains what happened prior to
the banning of heavy metal.

“I had received a complaint that some
of the music being aired on the station
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was morally objectionable. I decided
to find out for myself if the complaint
was correct. That night I monitored
one of our shows, and after listening
to four records in a series which I con-
sidered egregiously objectionable, I
called Bob. Bob and I decided that we
would have to take action. We both
came down to the station, talked to the
disk jockey, and shut down the station
temporarily. Then a joint decision was
made that until we could examine the
entire situation, all heavy metal music
would be off the air”’

That was that last time heavy metal
music was legitimately played on
WMSE. VanCronkhite, when asked to
define egregiously objectionable, stated
the lyrics were of satanic and sexually
explicit themes. “Dead Girls Don’t Say
No”, a song about necrophilia, was one
of the offensive songs that ended the
playing of heavy metal on WMSE.

VanCronkhite states, ‘“Heavy metal
music is not the only kind of music
we're looking at. We're looking at all
music that’s being played. . .I would
not want the people who enjoy heavy
metal music to think that we are singl-
ing them out, such is not the case.
We're looking at anything that goes
over the air, it all must reflect the tone
and the sense of values of the college.”
In a written statement VanCronkhite
says, “‘music that is considered im-
moral or objectionable by either Bob
Betts or myself, will be excluded from
programming. Outside of FCC stipula-
tions, the definition of immorality or
what is objectionable is, of necessity,
subjective. Since Betts and I are charg-
ed with accountability for station
operations, we will use our discretion
in all cases. The station must reflect the
morality and sense of values set by the
college.” VanCronkhite stated that a
sense ofvalues means, “a high sense of
morals and a high purpose in life”
VanCronkhite defines the guidelines for
his moral standards as “a personal
commitment to improving oneself.”

Many people are concerned about the
possible return of heavy metal to
WMSE. VanCronkhite stated that
heavy metal music is not likely to
return as a programming block, but
certain elements might be allowed to
be played along with other types of
music. There is a problem of “grada-

tion” or differentiating between heavy
metal and other form of music,
especially punk and hardcore. Some
rap music selections have also been
banned from the airwaves because they
were “objectionable,” says Betts.

As of this date, there is no “sanction-
ed” metal being played by WMSE disk
jockeys. VanCronkhite states, “We have
told the disk jockeys that we will not
revive heavy metal as a block or seg-
ment of broadcasting. But, we are will-
ing to consider playing individual
heavy metal selections after we are
assured in our minds that the selections
will meet the standards we are asking
the disk jockeys to impose upon
themselves.”

Some listeners show concern about
what will be the next form of objec-
tionable music. One concerned in-
dividual asks, " Will Reggae be the
next form of objectionable because they
talk about smoking pot?” “No thought
is being given to making any im-
mediate major changes in programm-
ing, but all programming is being ex-
amined to determine if we are utiliz-
ing our license in the best way,” states
VanCronkhite. ", . .let’s not give the
readers any incline that anything might
not happen.. Whatever can go over
the airwaves, we're looking at, but we
have no intention, at this point, of
changing from our current style.
.. .The fact that we suddenly made a
shift and took off heavy metal, has not
made any change in any long range
strategic planning that we’ve done for
the station.”

Now that an example has been made
out of the heavy metal music, the other
dj’s are being more responsible for
what they play. The creed they are be-
ing urged to follow is “if its ques-
tionable, don’t play it.”” VanCronkhite
asks the disk jockeys to remember that,
“they’re responsible for upholding not
only the station’s reputation, but the
college’s reputation while on the air”
Betts added, “We've got a pledge of
cooperation from all the djs, and they
understand that maybe this gave them
an extra prod to be a little more
careful.” He added that “morale is
high.”

While many listeners have com-
plimented VanCronkhite and Betts for
their “decision”, there are also a fair

number of criticizers. Almost all,
however, believe that VanCronkhite was
well within his bounds to ban heavy
metal on WMSE, as the school does
own the radio station. But, the attack
seems quite one sided, even though
VanCronkhite states otherwise. “To
ban a whole genre of music, reeks of
censorship!” says one anonymous
source, “in a society that is widely
tolerant, we should have a widely
tolerant show.”
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